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WORLD’S BEST POWERBOAT RACERS TARGET MONACO FOR 10TH UIM 
ANNUAL AWARDS GIVING GALA 

Tianrong Sports, H2O Racing to Sponsor World Champions’ Presentations 
 

MONACO: Powerboat racing’s world champions will gather for the biggest date on the sport’s calendar when its global 

governing body, the Union Internationale Motonautique (UIM), marks the 10th anniversary of its annual Awards Giving 

Gala in Monaco on March 23. 

 

Co-sponsored by Tianrong Sports – the Shenzhen-based promoter of the UIM F1H2O World Championship in China – 

and H2O Racing, the glittering annual ceremony will see powerboat racing’s biggest stars gather from around the world 

for an evening of celebration and recognition as the UIM pays tribute to those competitors who dominated their individual 

sports in the 2018 racing season. 

 

“It is with great pleasure that Tianrong Sports will sponsor the UIM Awards Giving Gala,” said Tianrong Sports Chairman 

Mr. Li Haojie whose company has held the Grand Prix of China on 20 occasions and staged the UIM F1H2O World 

Championship Grand Prix of London for the first time in 2018. 
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“We strongly believe this event, which echoes China’s ‘Belt and Road’ initiative, is a unique opportunity to expand our 

European network and develop our business from this market. The exposure and brand awareness this sponsorship 

brings us is very valuable and we are looking forward to the next edition.” 

                             
H2O Racing President Nicolo Di San Germano, who will be one of the key attendees at the star-studded occasion staged 

at Le Sporting Monte-Carlo, added: "As H2O Racing President, I’m very enthusiastic and honoured to support the UIM 

Gala and to celebrate such a strong, successful and long-lasting partnership.” 

 

The star-studded occasion will welcome some 400 invited guests from all disciplines of the sport as well as media 

representatives, business leaders, industry stakeholders and sponsors as well as 50 new World Champions. 

The UIM has also invited a galaxy of sporting stars to share the stage with the powerboating elite, including a true sporting 

superstar in the shape of the legendary Nadia Comaneci, the first gymnast to be awarded a perfect score of 10 at the 

Olympic Games in Montreal in 1976 and the ideal icon to help celebrate the milestone 10th anniversary of this annual 

occasion. 

 

In addition to presenting awards to those at the peak of their sport, the UIM will also announce the recipients of its own 

trophies, including the UIM Driver and Young Driver of the Year as well as the coveted UIM Environmental Award, while 

the prestigious UIM Stefano Casiraghi Memorial Trophy will be presented to an individual who has made a significant 

contribution to international powerboat racing. 

 

“The world of powerboating always looks forward to the annual Awards Giving Gala but this year we will have an extra 

reason to celebrate as it is the event’s tenth anniversary and our thanks go to Tianrong Sports and H20 Racing for their 

wonderful support,” said UIM President Dr Raffaele Chiulli.  

 

“Since we launched the Awards, we have recognised hundreds of international competitors whose names are 

synonymous with the best our sport has to offer and this year will be no exception. And as the powerboat racing family is 

spread all over the world, the Awards Gala also gives us the perfect opportunity to come together not only to celebrate 

success on the water but also to discuss the key issues that affect the future success of the sport. I look forward to seeing 

friends old and new as we mark a decade of powerboat racing awards.” 

 

Among the competitors to be honoured will be those racing in Circuit, Pleasure Navigation, Aquabike, Offshore and 

MotoSurf, while the potential stars of tomorrow will be in the spotlight with World Championship trophy presentations to 

the boys and girls competing in Formula Future, the exciting multi-level competition open to junior powerboat racers. 

  

Once the trophies have been handed over and the formalities complete, guests will be welcome to enjoy a thrilling 

experience at the world-famous Jimmy’z nightclub where the UIM Gala After-Party will continue until the early hours.  
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About Shenzhen Tianrong Sports Culture Management Co. Ltd. 

 
Since 2006, Tianrong Sports has been the exclusive institution authorised by the UIM for the promotion of the 
UIM F1H2O World Championship in China. It has successfully held the Grand Prix of China on 20 occasions 
from 2006 to 2018 and provided an unprecedented platform where Chinese cities present themselves to the 
world through the live TV broadcast to over 100 countries and regions.  
 
In June 2018 Tianrong Sports staged the UIM F1H2O World Championship Grand Prix of London for the first 
time with the initiative of developing its overseas market. Together with the General Administration of Sport of 
China, in 2006 Tianrong Sports established the F1 China CTIC Team, which went on to win the F1H2O 
World Championship from 2014 to 2016 and finish as runner-up in 2018. 
 
In order to capitalise on sports-themed investment opportunities, Tianrong Sports Chairman Li Haojie and 
NBA Hall of Famer Yao Ming founded Yao Capital, a leading Chinese private equity firm both in China and 
globally. Yao Capital invests in a broad range of sports-related new-lifestyle fields as related to media 
marketing, sport-derived products and services, sport Internet etc. 
 

 


